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PUBLIC HEARING AND SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2021 6:00PM   

TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS, ABITA SPRINGS TOWN HALL 
22161 LEVEL ST., ABITA SPRINGS, LA 70420    

 
 

POSTED: May 12, 2021 5PM 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Curtis                                                                   
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Alderwoman Randolph 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  

Discussion of Instrument 2021-002 AN ORDINANCE TO TERMINATE THE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT, EXECUTED 
ON JANUARY 18, 2018, BETWEEN THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS AND LONESOME DEVELOPMENT LLC  
 
ROLL CALL:   
Call for agenda modifications.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

Consideration of Instrument 2021-002 AN ORDINANCE TO TERMINATE THE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT, 
EXECUTED ON JANUARY 18, 2018, BETWEEN THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS AND LONESOME DEVELOPMENT LLC 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
None 
 
 
OPEN/ANNOUNCEMENTS/ADJOURNMENT: 

 
 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, IF YOU NEED SPECIAL ASSISTANCE, PLEASE CONTACT US AT (985) 
892-0711. PLEASE CONTACT TOWN HALL AT THE SAME NUMBER FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING THIS AGENDA. 
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 1 
 2 
 3 

AMENDMENT TO INSTRUMENT 2021-002  4 
AN ORDINANCE TO TERMINATE THE DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT, EXECUTED ON 5 

 JANUARY 18, 2018, BETWEEN THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS AND LONESOME DEVELOPMENT LLC  6 
 7 
AMENDMENT 1 8 
 9 
On line 32 before the word “and’ insert the following: 10 
 11 
“E) Whereas gas lines have been installed in the development without advising the      town of 12 
who installed the lines. Although, the development agreement requires the installer to be 13 
approved by the Town of Abita Springs. 14 
 15 
 F) Whereas the developer has shown a complete indifference to complying with the  Code of 16 
Ordinances of the Town of Abita Springs.”  17 
 18 

 19 
This Amendment having been introduced on motion of Alderman _________  seconded by 20 
Alderman ______________ on the ______ day of  _________ 2021. 21 
 22 
 23 
The vote was:  24 
 25 
Yeas:  26 
Nays:  27 
Absent:  28 
Abstain:  29 
 30 
 31 
 32 
_________________________________________                                  ____________________________________ 33 
        Janet Dufrene, Town Clerk                                                     Daniel J. Curtis, Mayor  34 

 35 
 36 
 37 

 38 
 39 
 40 



                              Town of Abita Springs 
  

 
   Honorable Daniel J. Curtis, Mayor 

 

INSTRUMENT 2021-002 1 
 2 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS TO TERMINATE A CERTAIN DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN 3 
LONESOME DEVELOPMENT LLC AND THE TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS AND TO PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS. 4 

 5 
WHEREAS, the Town of Abita Springs and Lonesome Development LLC entered into a development agreement 6 
pursuant to Louisiana Revised Statute 33:4780.21 et seq. on January 18, 2018; and, 7 
 8 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Louisiana Revised Statute 33:4780.23 and also in accordance with the terms of the 9 
development agreement an annual review of the actions of the Developer to determine if it is in good faith 10 
compliance with the agreement has been undertaken; and, 11 
 12 
WHEREAS, the following facts have been ascertained which show  a lack of good faith compliance with the 13 
development agreement; 14 
 15 

A) Section 6.2.1 of the development agreement requires that all street, water service, sewage services and 16 
drainage improvements be inspected in accordance with the ordinances and subdivision regulations. Those 17 
ordinances and regulation require that the Town Engineer be involved in the inspection of these future public 18 
improvements. These inspections were done in violation of the development agreement and subdivision 19 
regulations. The Developer was required to cease development until proper inspections could be had. 20 
 21 
B) The entirety of Phases One and Two of the development were clear cut of all vegetation in violation of the 22 
Tree Ordinance of the Town of Abita Springs.  23 
 24 
C) The Developer has failed to comply with section 9–806(2) of the Town of Abita Springs Code of Ordinances 25 
by not submitting a final plat for approval of the first phases of the development within a year of receiving 26 
preliminary approval. No extension of time, although permitted, was requested by the Developer. 27 
 28 
D) Despite the efforts of the Town, the Developer has failed to work in good faith to resolve the violations 29 
mentioned above. 30 
 31 
and, 32 

 33 
WHEREAS, the actions of the Developer display a complete disregard for the laws of Abita Springs. 34 
 35 
THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that Lonesome Development  LLC be found to be not in good faith compliance with the 36 
development agreement entered into between them and the Town of Abita Springs on January 18, 2018; and 37 
 38 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the above mentioned development agreement be and is hereby terminated; and 39 
 40 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Mayor of the Town of Abita Springs, Honorable Daniel J. Curtis be authorized to 41 
take all action necessary in the fulfillment of this ordinance. 42 
 43 
The ordinance was moved for introduction by Alderwoman Randolph, seconded by Alderman Murphy on this 44 
20th  day of April 2021 and  moved for adoption by Alderman _________________  and seconded for adoption 45 
by Alderman  ___________________ on this _____ day of _____ 2021.  46 

 47 
The Ordinance being submitted to a vote, the vote thereon was as follows: 48 

 49 
AYES:  50 
NAYS:   51 
ABSENT:   52 
ABSTENTIONS:  53 

 54 
And this Ordinance was declared adopted this __th day of May  2021. 55 

                                                                     56 
 57 
_____________________________                                                                 ______________________________ 58 

 Janet Dufrene, Town Clerk                                                                       Honorable Daniel J. Curtis, Mayor 59 
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CINDY CHATELAIN 4/19/2021

Pages 49 to 52

Page 49
1 they were going to be doing at the site.
2       A.     No.
3       Q.     You don't recall specific
4 conversations about those things?
5       A.     We didn't have any specific
6 conversations.
7       Q.     Okay, fair enough.  This Item
8 Number 6, this landscape plan, was this
9 submitted to you?  Is this anything that you

10 have seen before?
11       A.     No.  But this is an ordinance.
12 It says they were going to plant three trees,
13 you have to plant three trees.
14       Q.     Is there any delineation in the
15 type of trees?
16       A.     Class A trees which are hardwood
17 trees.  What that means, a maple, an oak.
18       Q.     Not soft trees like a pine or
19 anything like that?
20       A.     No.  Not an ornamental tree,
21 either, like a Crepe Myrtle is not a Class A
22 tree.  Being PUD the lots are so small, then
23 there's green space area.  So you could now
24 have the house and plant trees on that same
25 lot, but you would be required to plant the

Page 51
1       Q.     Do you know if there was a
2 permit like that that was issued for Abita
3 Meadows?
4       A.     Abita Meadows is not an
5 individual building a house, it was a
6 development.  And people who deal with
7 developments pretty much know that you can't
8 save every tree, it's impossible.  When
9 you're doing small lots like this you can't

10 save the trees.  Their roots get damaged when
11 you're putting in water, gas, and sewer
12 lines, they are cutting them.  What is your
13 question?
14       Q.     I think you answered the
15 question I asked you.  But specifically what
16 I asked is do you know if a permit --
17       A.     Did I issue a tree plat plan,
18 did I issue permission to cut all the trees
19 down?
20       Q.     Did you?
21       A.     No.  I gave them a letter to
22 proceed.
23       Q.     Does the letter to proceed talk
24 about all the trees being cut down?
25       A.     No.

Page 50
1 three trees.  Maybe plant one on the lot and
2 two somewhere else in the green space.
3       Q.     I'm glad you're explaining this.
4 So even with regard to three trees per lot
5 your understanding is that the aim is the
6 cumulative amount of trees being planted, not
7 necessarily three on each lot?
8       A.     Correct.
9       Q.     And there are green space areas

10 anticipated?
11       A.     Yes.
12       Q.     As part of this preliminary
13 plat, as part of the plan for this PUD?
14       A.     Yes.
15       Q.     Let me just ask you because it's
16 been raised as a potential issue at one
17 point.  Are you as Planning and Zoning
18 director familiar with the Town Tree
19 Ordinance?
20       A.     Yes.
21       Q.     What is your appreciation of
22 what the Town Tree Ordinance is and what it
23 might require?
24       A.     You couldn't cut a tree down
25 unless you had a tree permit.

Page 52
1       Q.     I was talking about the tree
2 ordinance.  You said it requires a permit
3 being issued before you cut down a tree?
4       A.     Yes.
5       Q.     Is that issued through your
6 department?
7       A.     Planning and Zoning.
8       Q.     So it's issued through your
9 department?

10       A.     Yes.
11       Q.     Do you know if a permit was
12 issued to Abita Meadows under the tree
13 ordinance?
14       A.     No.
15       Q.     No, there was none?
16       A.     No, I did not issue one.
17       Q.     Do you recall a specific
18 discussion with any representatives of Abita
19 Meadows where you told them outright that a
20 permit under the Town Tree Ordinance was not
21 required for Abita Meadows?
22       A.     I did not tell them that they
23 had to get a permit.
24       Q.     Did you tell them that they
25 didn't have to get one?
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Pages 73 to 76

Page 73
1       BY THE WITNESS:
2              Cinfulll@yahoo.com.
3
4                 *  *  *  *  *
5
6              (At this time, the deposition
7          was concluded.)
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 75
1                REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
2
3      I, LILLIE R. BURCH, Court Reporter in and
4 for the State of Louisiana, as the officer
5 before whom this testimony was administered, do
6 hereby certify that CINDY CHATELAIN, after
7 having been duly sworn by me upon authority of
8 R.S. 37:2554, did testify as hereinbefore set
9 forth in the foregoing pages;

10      That this testimony was reported by me
11 in the stenotype reporting method, was
12 prepared and transcribed by me or under my
13 personal direction and supervision, and is a
14 true and correct transcript to the best of my
15 ability and understanding;
16      That the foregoing transcript has been
17 prepared in compliance with transcript format
18 guidelines required by statute or by the
19 Rules of the Louisiana Certified Shorthand
20 Reporter Board; and that I am informed about
21 the complete arrangement, financial or
22 otherwise, with the person or entity making
23 arrangement for deposition services;
24      That I have acted in compliance with the
25 prohibition on contractual relationships, as

Page 74
1          I, LILLIE R. BURCH, Certified Court
2 Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana,
3 the officer, as defined in Rule 28 of the
4 Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and/or
5 Article 1434(B) of the Louisiana Code of
6 Civil Procedure, before whom this proceeding
7 was taken, do hereby state on the Record:
8          That due to the interaction in the
9 spontaneous discourse of this proceeding,

10 dashes (--) have been used to indicate
11 pauses, changes in thought, and/or talkovers;
12 that same is the proper method for a Court
13 Reporter's transcription of proceeding, and
14 that the dashes (--) do not indicate that
15 words or phrases have been left out of this
16 transcript;
17          That any words and/or names which
18 could not be verified through reference
19 material have been denoted with the phrase
20 "(spelled phonetically)."
21
22                   __________________________

                  LILLIE R. BURCH, CCR
23                   Certified Court Reporter
24             
25

Page 76
1 defined by the Louisiana Code of Civil
2 Procedure Article 1434 and in rules and
3 advisory opinions of the board;
4      That I have no actual knowledge of any
5 prohibited employment or contractual
6 relationship, direct or indirect, between a
7 court reporting firm and any party litigant
8 in this matter, nor is there any such
9 relationship between myself and a party

10 litigant in this matter;
11      That I am not of counsel, not related to
12 counsel or the parties herein, nor am I
13 otherwise interested in the outcome of this
14 matter.
15
16
17
18                   _______________________

                  Lillie R. Burch, CCR
19                   Certification No. 87177
20
21
22
23
24
25
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