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We've Come a Long Way
We've moved into our new offices (behind Town Hall)

Our new address is 72077 Live Oak St.

Come Visit Us!
We'll happily give you a tour!

employees moved to the
Annex in May 2022

July 2022
The Live Oak Journal team is excited
to bring you our new quarterly
Journal, focused on the Town of Abita
Springs!
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Hey Kids!
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A MESSAGE FROM
Hello and welcome to the first edition of the Town of Abita Springs quarterly magazine! We hope
this publication will bring current events to the forefront so that everyone will be informed and able
to enjoy them to the fullest. We've been hard at work on many projects. I’ve highlighted just a few
of them below.
TECHNOLOGY
Technology abounds all through the town; we’ve installed 1,660 feet of twelve-lead fiber optic
cable from the town hall to the park, enabling us to provide free Wi-Fi along that route. We’ve also
enhanced our music capabilities in the park and installed new high-resolution cameras for security
and videography of events. This allows people to participate in events from the comfort of their
homes! The October 2021 Abita Busker Festival with Tuba Skinny has over 119,000 views. We’ve
completely changed our website and we post a variety of information from our different
departments for your viewing. We live-stream town meetings making it easier for you to stay in
touch. Please find us on YouTube! We have been working hard to keep the Town current and
vibrant, keeping pace with technology in the 21st century.
PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
We have initiated the following activities as part of our public relations
campaign to assist the public in becoming more engaged.
Town App - My team and I are in the process of creating an app for
smartphones that will have push notifications for boil water advisories,
town meetings, weather alerts, and other town events.
Public Notices - We are posting signs, placed on-site, to notify the
community of upcoming Public Hearings. Public Hearings Notices are
also posted on the Town Facebook page.
Meetings- Town Meetings are advertised on our Facebook Page and
on the Town Center Sign.
SEWER PROJECT
The Town has assumed control of several non-compliant private septic systems connecting them
to our gravity sewer system to prevent further infiltration into the river. In doing so we were able to
secure a 12.5-acre parcel of property doubling the size of our public green space.
When I took office, the Sewer Project was in the works. Prior to initiating improvements, we
refined the bid specifications to allow for more of the system to be repaired at a lower cost. This
review and the changes made resulted in a better project and saved over $800,000, now
dedicated to correcting other pressing sewer plant deficiencies.
Our wastewater plant is over 30 years old. Unfortunately, environmental conditions and past
inadequate maintenance have taken a toll. Plans include completely draining the plant. This will
allow us to determine the extent of damage to the components and find out the best approach to
move forward, allowing us to keep up with current and expanded needs.
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MAYOR DAN CURTIS
ENLARGING OUR PARK
As we touched on in the “Sewer Project” section, the Town acquired an additional 12.5 acres of
green space. The scenic parcel runs along the river from the Trailhead Park all the way to Cypress
Street. Considerations for the property include the installation of walking paths with educational
signs identifying native trees and vegetation. This idea originated after discussions with the Nature
Conservancy related to the acquisition of additional scenic property bordering our new park
property. The Conservancy has agreed to work with the Town to accomplish its educational and
preservation objectives.
I have very fond memories, growing up in Abita, and as a young boy playing in the river waters. We
would swim in the river all day. One of our favorite places was a rope swing at a spot we called
gravel bottom. This beautiful natural place is now owned by the residents of this community and will
be preserved as part of our park. I'm grateful for the opportunity to protect this area for future
generations to enjoy.
Abita River

NEWLY ACQUIRED 12.5 Acres of Park.

Existing
Park

Abita
Middle

Trailhead

OPEN HOUSE
We are planning an open house for the community to see our new office
space! We are still getting organized but stay tuned for more information
including dates and times. During Town Hall renovations, we discovered
the original beadboard walls; the restoration of the original beadboard
helps to preserve the building's historic character. We were also able to
reuse the pecky cypress in the Annex, which visitors tell us have turned out
beautifully. I am pleased to be able to provide the Town's hardworking
staff with a safe and clean working environment. Take the opportunity to
come see the offices. We are honored and humbled to be able to work for
the great people of the Town of Abita Springs!
Did you know?: On Fridays we wear RED to Remember Everyone Deployed.
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ABITA SPRINGS ONLINE

www.townofabitasprings.com

facebook.com/TownofAbitaSprings
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A MESSAGE FROM THE
TOWN CLERK JANET DUFRENE
Welcome to the first edition of the Abita Springs Live Oak Journal! We hope that this
publication gives both residents and visitors a glimpse into our town and all the information
you need. Initially, we hope to print issues quarterly. If you have any questions about the
information in this publication or wish to submit information for future issues, please email me
at jdufrene@abitaspringsla.gov. Please continue to use the town's website at
townofabitasprings.com; the town's Facebook page; or call the town's administration for the
most accurate and up-to-date information.
"My first memory of Abita Springs was as an early teenager visiting my grandparents
who had retired to Mandeville off Highway 59. They had a private well and their water
was what we used to call “egg water.” They would drive every week to Abita Springs to
fill up gallons of water for consuming and cooking. I will always remember driving on
Highway 59 and passing underneath the Live Oak trees. This was not something I
experienced growing up in Metairie in the 70's and 80's. Passing under those trees was
magical. When I planned to get married, I knew I wanted to be as close to Abita Springs
as possible and raise my children in the small town."
That experience and the abundance of stories we hear regularly about the effect that Oak
Trees in Abita Springs have on the quality of life for our residents and visitors is what led to the
name we chose for this publication.
The Oak Tree symbolizes so much more for us in Abita. Much like the Oak Tree, Abita is strong
and resilient, we have deep roots. The “branches” of our community stretch far and wide
providing comfort, aid, and strength to those who seek refuge under them. We are evergreen.
People who visit are struck by how well we embody our motto of “Where Nature Performs
Miracles.” Abita is majestic.
Abita Springs is a true gem of the South and the type of community that other places strive to
be. Our community transcends traditional bipartisan politics. Neighbors still help neighbors.
The community shows up and shows out whenever the opportunity presents itself. We have a
unique set of festivals and a unique way of celebrating them. Abita loves music, art, food, and
BEER! We are wacky and interesting, and people leave Abita feeling like they have found a
second home.
We hope you enjoy the information provided in this publication and your time spent in Abita
Springs. If you are a resident, please get involved. We have so many civic organizations that
provide you the opportunity to engage with your neighbors, have fun and help the community.
If you are a visitor, let us know what you loved about your stay!
Sincerely,

Janet N. Dufrene
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Rain
Every Sunday
11am-3pm
Live music from
12pm-3pm

Come hang
with us!
Abita Springs
Trailhead Park
22049 Main St.
Abita Springs, LA

Follow Us!
Abita Springs Art & Farmers Market
abitasprings.farmersmarket
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Winner of the 2022 Louisiana Food Truck Festival,
Brazillian Bites offers authentic feijoada - sure to
please! Slow simmered black beans and rice, hickorysmoked baby back ribs, smoked sausage, and
traditional seasonings combine to create a one-in-akind experience. It's traditionally served with farofa
(toasted cassava) and valencia orange slices. Teleport
yourself to Brazil with their national dish!
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ABITA SPRINGS
WOMEN'S SOCEITY
The Abita Springs Women’s Society was
previously known as the Ladies Progressive
Club and was founded in 1947.
Email

asws70420@gmail.com

OUR PURPOSE
The purpose of the Abita Springs Women’s Society (ASWS) is to work for the business and
civic progress of Abita Springs and to cooperate with civic and community organizations in
furthering the development of the Town of Abita Springs and its residents.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Board of Directors (effective August 1, 2022): President/Vice President: Barb Borries, Treasurer:
Marian Roper; and Secretary: Barbie Bergeron. Many thanks to Courtney Blitch for
her years of service as President and Treasurer.

MEETING DETAILS

Many thanks
to
Courtney Blitc
h
for her
leadership.

Second Wednesday of each month, except July.
Gather at 6:00 P.M. meeting starts at 6:30 P.M.
Women’s Center for Healing & Transformation, 71667 Leveson Street, Abita Springs
Dues are $10 per year. Mail a check made out to ASWS to P.O. Box 840, Abita Springs, LA 70420 or
bring cash or check to a future meeting.

TOWN INVOLVEMENT
The Abita Springs Women’s Society is involved in a lot of club and town activities:
Annual Higher Education Scholarships
St Tammany Project Christmas
Abita Town Opry Food Sales
Push Mow Parade
Whole Town Garage Sale
Not Your Mama’s Gumbo Cook-Off
Fall Fest at Pavilion
Sunday Abita Farmers Market table, occasionally
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In addition, the Women’s Society sells tea towels and metal
ornaments depicting an original picture painted by Artist Jax Frey.
The tea towels and ornaments make lovely gifts and can be
purchased directly from the organization for $12 each or purchased
anytime for a slightly higher price from Attic 2 Awesome.

Friends of the Park
The Abita Springs Friends of the Park is a non-profit that
meets on the second Monday of the month at 6:30. It meets
either at the Park outside of the Trailhead Museum or at
Town Hall. Everyone interested in improving the Parks and
greenspace of our town is welcome! FOP organizes the
annual Earth Day Festival in April and participates in other
town civic events. FOP is currently best known for giving
away trees and shrubs to the public. The next such
giveaway is planned for November.
Stewart Eastman
Vice President of FOP

Abita Men's Club
Abita Springs Men’s Club was started in May of 1968 as the Abita Lutheran Club.
The club was started by the town Mayor, John Leveson, and Jack Brown with nine
members.
Abita Springs Men’s Club meets, on the last Wednesday of the month at 6:00 PM.
Since COVID and the Town Hall renovation process, it has been meeting at
members’ homes. All interested men are invited to join for evenings of
conversation. The club participates in local civic events, when possible.
Every year we have a tradition of giving away slices of
watermelon to kids during the Town’s 4th of July celebration.
Join our Facebook group to keep informed of upcoming meetings.
Stewart Eastman, Club President
For more information, email: Stewart Eastman, Stewart.Eastman@gmail.com
8

The Mission of the Abita Springs Garden Club is to provide gardening education,
resources, and inspiration; promote the cultivation of native trees and wildflowers
providing habitat for birds and butterflies; participate in community beautification
and foster an appreciation of gardening throughout the community.
Meeting Day: Second Thursday of each month September - June.
Meeting Time: 1:30 P.M.
Meeting Place: Abita Springs Town Hall, 22161 Level St.
Dues: $10 per year, payable at the June meeting or when members join.
Email: abitasprings.gardenclub@gmail.com

Board of Directors (effective September 1, 2022)
Co-Presidents Jenny Carleton & Sandra Slifer
Vice President Darleen Johnson
Recording Secretary Belinda Vigueira
Corresponding Secretary Lynnette Soules
Treasurer Iris Salzer

GARDEN OF
THE MONTH
Dee & Von
71472 Keller Street

Many thanks to outgoing
President Karen Kell for
her leadership.

The Garden Club selects a
residence or business
every month and awards
them the Yard of the
Month sign. Look for the
announcement on the
Facebook page and the
electronic sign.

In addition to the monthly meeting, the Garden Club takes field trips to area gardens
and parks, helps plan, plant, and maintain public gardens, and participates in
community events such as the annual Whole Town Garage Sale (plant sale & food
sales) and the Not Your Mama’s Gumbo Cook-Off.
In 2017, the Garden Club worked with Keep Abita Beautiful and the Town of Abita
Springs and won the Cleanest City Contest the first time we entered!
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Performances are usually on the 3rd Saturday in
the Spring and Fall. Shows are in March, April, &
May in the Spring and September, October, and
November in Fall. Shows are from 7 - 9 PM.
Dates coming soon at www.abitaopry.org

NORTHSHORE

CAJUN DANCERS
Cajun Dance at the
Abita Springs Town Hall
22161 Level Street, Abita Springs

DOORS OPEN AT 6:30 PM
DANCE LESSONS AT 7:00 PM
MUSIC FROM 8-10:30 PM

JULY 9
AUGUST 13
SEPTEMBER 10
OCTOBER 8

CAMERON DUPUY
CAJUN ROOTS
BAYOU DEVILLE
BRUCE DAIGREPONT

NOVEMBER 12

LA RECOLTE

DECEMBER 10

BRUCE DAIGREPONT

Door is $10 for members $12 for non-members
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BOARD MEETINGS
Board Meetings: Second Thursday of each month except
June. The public is invited to attend board meetings.
Meeting Time: 6:00 P.M.
Meeting Place: Abita Springs Trailhead Museum

The Mission of Keep Abita Beautiful
is to organize litter cleanups;
promote recycling; plan and
coordinate beautification projects;
and to educate adults and children
about these activities. When
possible, Keep Abita Beautiful
works with the Town of Abita
Springs, St. Tammany Parish, and
other civic organizations.

BOARD MEMBERS
Board of Directors:
President: Sandra Slifer
Vice President: Jenny Carleton
Treasurer: Jessica Schilling
Secretary: Adrienne Juttner
Directors: Bret Bohnet, Rachel Lambert, Jessica LaBorde
Schilling; and FHSl Honor Society Member
Board Member Emeritus: Barb Jackson

Keep Abita Beautiful was founded
in 2015 by Adrienne Juttner. KAB
worked with Friends of the Park
until it became an official Keep
America Beautiful affiliate and was
recognized as a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization in 2018.

Time to Give a Butt
Cigarette

Butt Recycling Campaign
(Graphic Designer Christine
Bohnet with kissyfish
designed all our graphics!)

Amazon Smile: Go to Amazon Smile
and select Keep Abita Beautiful when
you’re shopping online and KAB
11 receives a check every quarter!

CONTACT INFORMATION
KAB is a volunteer organization. We rely on volunteers to
complete our litter cleanup, recycling, and beautification
activities.
Email: keepabitabeautiful@gmail.com or
sandraslifer@gmail.com
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/KeepAbitaBeautiful
New Website Coming Soon!

KAB RECIEVED 3 TRASH CAN GRANTS
WORTH A TOTAL OF $15,000 AND
PROGRAM GRANTS WORTH $10,000

YEARLY CLEANUP & RECYCLING EVENTS
Keep Louisiana Beautiful Love the
Boot Week Activities: April 17-23, 2023
Pontchartrain Conservancy’s Storm
Sweep & Beach Sweep Cleanups

FUNDRAISING EVENTS

Wacky Wreath Auction Party:
Saturday, December 17, 2022, at Abita
Town Hall. Make a wacky wreath and bring
it to Town Hall for this crazy auction. Ann
O’Brien and John Preble created the Wacky
Wreath Auction 23 years ago. Last year,
KAB was asked to continue the tradition.
Thirteen nonprofit organizations received
funds from the 25 wreaths that were
auctioned! The maker or the buyer
designates the charity that receives the
funds from the purchase of each wreath.
Local restaurants and Abita Brewing
provide food and beer for this free event!
Bring your appetite and your money and
expect to have a good time!
Not Your Mama’s Gumbo Cook Off:
Saturday, March 11, 2023, Abita Springs
Trailhead Park (rain location: Town Hall).
Sign up to cook gumbo or come hungry
and taste a selection of the best gumbos
around! KAB and the Town of Abita to bring
this new festival to Abita! Local civic
organizations are invited to sell related
food items.
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2022 Meeting Schedule

Town of Abita Springs
Comprehensive Zoning Plan
Our first community forum was on June 16th, to discuss the review of
the Town's Comprehensive Zoning Plan and was a success!
Please visit our collaboration webpage where ideas will be tracked
and consider adding your own input. We hope to have even a bigger
turnout at our next Community Forum.
We will be advertising our next meeting
as soon as we have a date.
Questions? Please contact us at 985-892-0711.
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Building in Abita Springs
GATHER INFORMATION
Check to see if the property or house you are interested in is located in
the Town Limits of Abita Springs. Property located outside of the town
limits will fall under the jurisdiction of St. Tammany Parish.

HOW TO TELL IF PROPERTY IS IN THE TOWN LIMITS
Check the Assessment Number. If your assessment number starts with 115
then the property is in the town limits. Visit the Assessors Office Website.

DETERMINE ZONING
Call us at (985) 892-0711, Option 4 for the Planning and Zoning Department.
After we determine the zoning for the property you will know your options for
building or development.

PROPERTY ZONED HISTORIC?
If your property is zoned historic you will need a COA (Certificate of
Appropriateness) to build or make changes to an existing site. A certificate can be
gained by filling out an application and coming before the Historic Commission.

UNSURE IF IMPROVEMENTS REQUIRE A
BUILDING PERMIT?
Please call us if you are not sure! We are happy to help. Visit our website to
view frequently asked questions about building permits.

TOWN OF ABITA SPRINGS
PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT
(985) 892-0711, OPTION 4
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An ordinance is a law or decree by a municipality.
You can read the Town of Abita Springs ordinances on Municode.

HOW TO
ACCESS TOW
N
ORDINANCE
S
GOOGLE ABITA
SPRINGS
MUNICODE &
BOOKMARK
LINK
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Useful search bar
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(985)892-0711
CALL IN OPTIONS
OPTION
OPTION
OPTION
OPTION
OPTION
OPTION

1
2
3
4
5
6

UTILITIES AND PUBLIC WORKS
FINANCE
MAYOR'S OFFICE
PLANNING & ZONING
CLERK OF COURT
COUNCIL & CEMETERY MATTERS

MAYOR'S OFFICE

PLANNING AND ZONING

DAN CURTIS
Extension 3954
Mayor
dcurtis@abitaspringsla.gov

KRISTIN TORTORICH
Extension 3959
Director of Planning and Zoning
ktortorich@abitaspringsla.gov

JANET DUFRENE
Extension 3953
Town Clerk/Clerk of Court
jdufrene@abitaspringsla.gov

HEATHER HOCKMAN
Planning and Zoning Clerk
hhockman@abitaspringsla.gov

LEANNE SCHAEFER
Extension 3951
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs
lschaefer@abitaspringsla.gov
STACY LUDLOW
Extension 3952
Finance Clerk
sludlow@abitaspringsla.gov

PUBLIC WORKS
KRISTIN TORTORICH
Extension 3959
Administrative Director Public Works
ktortorich@abitaspringsla.gov
JOSH MULLAN
Field Director Public Works
jmullan@abitaspringsla.gov

KATIE WEAVER
Extension 3960
Event Coordinator and Rental Manager
kweaver@abitaspringsla.gov

CEDRIC LITTLE
Utility Supervisor
clittle@abitaspringsla.gov

LAW ENFORCEMENT

RICKY YOUNG
Maintenance Supervisor
ryoung@abitaspringsla.gov

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY CALL 911
RICKY BONNET
Town Marshal
985-237-1099 (NON-EMERGENCY ONLY)
marshal@abitaspringsla.gov
MIKE SLEMMER
Extension 3960
Deputy Marshal
mslemmer@abitaspringsla.gov

UTILITIES
DEBBIE MACLEAN
Extension 3957
Utility Director
dmacLean@abitaspringsla.gov
LINDA MEEKER
Extension 3956
Utility Clerk
lmeeker@abitaspringsla.gov

16

THE UTILITY DEPARTMENT

COUNTER THROUGH THE YEARS

2019-2022

2007- 2019

2007- 2019
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2022

NEW UTILITY COUNTER

UNDERSTANDING YOUR UTILITY BILL
This customer paid less than the
previous balance due.

70420

WATC
SDWP
SEWC
SEWF
WFEE
GARB
GARF

60.00
1.00
60.00
1.00
1.00
23.39
1.00

GARF

Current Charges
Current Balance
PLUS balance from
previous month

Amount due if
after paid after
this date

You Should Pay
this Amount
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UTILITY DEPARTMENT
Updates

Rate Increase: The new garbage/recycle rate increased by $1.70. Old monthly rate: $21.69
New monthly rate $23.39 effective June bill/May use.
Reminder: When making your utility payment, please submit your bill card stub, put your
account number, and address, or clearly print your name of the account payment is to be
applied. This will help us apply payment to the correct account.
Drop Box: Please start using our new drop box located on the front left corner of the new
building.
Address: Please make sure your address is clearly posted at your home. 911 recommends
address numbers be displayed in a location visible from the road. Not only is this important for
911, but also for our Utility Workers when trying to locate your home.
UPDATE ACCOUNT INFORMATION: SOME RESIDENTS HAVE ACCOUNT CONTACT
INFORMATION THAT HASN'T BEEN UPDATED SINCE OUR AREA CODE WAS 504. THIS MIGHT
NOT SEEM LIKE AN ISSUE UNTIL WE NEED TO CONTACT YOU ABOUT A LATE BILL OR A
WATER LEAK.

Disconnect Policy:
Utility bills go out on or near the 10th of each month.
The day after the due date, late fees are applied.
Disconnect notification door hangers go out once your bill has a past due amount.
Disconnect notice will have a date that payment is due by, or payment arrangement
is made with the utility office.
No account will be allowed to be more than one month past due.
Once services are disconnected the total bill, plus $35.00 reconnect fee is due to
have services turned back on. We cannot accept checks. Payments must be cash or
money order.

QUESTIONS? CONTACT US
(985) 892-0711, Option 1

Debbie MacLean
Extension 3957
Utility Director
DMacLean@abitaspringsla.gov

Linda Meeker
Extension 3956
Utility Clerk
LMeeker@abitaspringsla.gov
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NEW UTILITY ENTRANCE

UTILITY DEPARTMENT
Updates

ACCEPTABLE METHODS OF UTILITY PAYMENTS
EPAY (Paperless) - Our electronic billing and payment application offers a convenient and easy
way for customers to view and pay their utility bills online. Customers will be charged a
transaction fee of $0.35 plus 3% of the balance. If you are interested in receiving E-Bills, please go
to our website to enroll at www.townofabitasprings.com or call our Utility Office for more
information at 985-892-0711.
ACH (Auto Draft) - Enroll in ACH to automatically debit your bank account for monthly utility bills.
This enables the Town to have a regular collection of payments and automated posting of
payments to customers’ utility accounts. Go to townofabitasprings.com click on the tab - I Want
To - Set Up Utilities - Direct Payment Authorization Form, or you can pick up a form at the Town
Utility office.
FISERV (Check Free Electronic Payments) - Utility payments that are made through your bank
via email to us. There is no fee for this service. Every day we receive an email with all bank
electronic payments that we process daily. There is no waiting for payments that may be
delivered late causing you to be charged a late fee. Bank checks sent via United Postal Service
are subject to late fees if they are received after
the due date. This service is done between you
and your bank, not through the Town of Abita
Springs. Contact your Bank and ask how to start
sending check-free electronic payments.
DROP BOX – Personal checks, cashier checks,
or money orders can be put in our drop box on
the front porch of Town Hall or our new drop
box on the annex on Live Oak (see photo.)
PLEASE DO NOT PUT CASH IN THE DROP BOX.

DID YOU KNOW?
Your sewer bill is calculated
based on your water usage.
If your sewer bill increased it is
because your water bill did also.
THE DROP BOX ON THE FRONT PORCH WILL BE
CHECKED THROUGH THE END OF JULY. PLEASE USE
OUR NEW DROP BOX EXCLUSIVELY AFTER JULY 31ST.

NEW
DROP
BOX
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Trailhead/Park
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JULY

MON, JULY 4
TUES, JULY 5
TUES, JULY 5
TUES, JULY 7
TUES, JULY 12
TUES, JULY 12
THURS, JULY 14
TUES, JULY 14
TUES, JULY 19
THURS, JULY 21
TUES, JULY 26
THURS, JULY 28

IMPORTANT DATES
4th of July Town Celebration
AARP Meeting
Public Committee Mtg
Beekeepers of Tangi-Tamington
Abita Women's Society
Historic Commission Mtg
Garden Club
Keep Abita Beautiful
Town Council Mtg
Abita Springs Songwriter's Circle
Mayor's Court
Planning and Zoning Mtg

9:00am-2:00pm
11:00am-2:00pm
6:00pm
7:00-8:30pm
4:30-6:30pm
6:00pm
1:00 - 3:30 pm
5:30 - 7:00 pm
6:00pm
7:00 - 10:00 pm
2:00pm
6:00pm

Trailhead/Park
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Women's Center
Town Hall
Town Hall
Museum
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall

11:00am-1:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm-8:30pm
6:00pm
6:00pm-7:30pm
1:00pm-3:30pm
5:30pm-7:00pm
6:00pm-10:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm-10:00 pm
6:00pm
2:00pm

Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Women's Center
Town Hall
Museum
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall

7:00pm-8:30pm
11:00am-1:00pm
6:00pm
1:00pm-3:30pm
5:30pm-7:00pm
6:00pm-10:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm-7:30pm
7:00pm-10:00 pm
6:00pm-10:00pm
6:00pm
2:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm-10:00pm

Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Museum Porch
Town Hall
Town Hall
Women's Center
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall
Town Hall

AUGUST
TUES, AUG 2
TUES, AUG 2
THURS, AUG 4
TUES, AUG 9
WED, AUG 10
THURS, AUG 11
THURS, AUG 11
SAT, AUG 13
TUES, AUG 16
THURS, AUG 18
THURS, AUG 25
TUES, AUG 30

AARP Meeting
Public Committee Mtg
Beekeepers of Tangi-Tamington
Historic Commission Mtg
Abita Women's Society Mtg
Abita Springs Garden Club Mtg
Keep Abita Beautiful Mtg
Northshore Cajun Dance
Town Council Mtg
Abita Springs Songwriter's Circle
Planning and Zoning Mtg
Mayor's Court

SEPTEMBER
THURS, SEPT 1
TUES, SEPT 6
TUES, SEPT 6
THURS, SEPT 8
THURS, SEPT 8
SAT, SEPT 10
TUES, SEPT 13
WED, SEPT 14
THURS, SEPT 15
SAT, SEPT 17
TUES, SEPT 20
TUES, SEPT 27
THURS, SEPT 29
SAT, OCT 1

Beekeepers of Tangi-Tamington
AARP Meeting
Public Committee Mtg
Abita Springs Garden Club Mtg
Keep Abita Beautiful Mtg
Northshore Cajun Dance
Historic Commission Mtg
Abita Women's Society Mtg
Abita Springs Songwriter's Circle
Abita Springs Opry
Town Council Mtg
Mayor's Court
Planning and Zoning Mtg
Songwriter Showcase
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COME STAY
AWHILE

Built in a beautifully restored 1890s home, the
Abita Springs Hotel offers peaceful and stylish
accommodations in the heart of Abita Springs.
We’ve combined the luxurious feel of a boutique
hotel with the convenience of a neighborhood
guesthouse. Rooms overlook lush hotel grounds, a
charming courtyard garden, and one of Abita’s
famed artesian springs.
Book your stay at the Abita Springs Hotel for a
unique travel experience unrivaled in both style
and comfort.
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www.abitaspringshotel.com

SHORT TERM
RENTALS
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Protecting
OUR TREES
TO REMOVE A TREE WITHIN THE TOWN LIMITS YOU
MUST FIRST APPLY FOR A TREE REMOVAL PERMIT
Choosing an Arborist
Choose a licensed arborist from our contractor list or send
your choice of arborist to register with the town. You can call
several different arborists, most will provide a free quote. All
of our registered Arborist are licensed and insured.

Submitting the Proper Paperwork
Have the licensed arborist you hire fill out the Tree Removal
Application and deliver to Town Hall. You will be notified once
the paperwork is processed.

Town Arborist Approval
Removal of more than 5 trees in a calendar year or a
protected tree will require an inspection by our Town
appointed arborist. Protected trees in Abita Springs are Live
Oak, Cypress, Long Leaf Pine and Magnolia.
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(985) 892-0711 OPTION 4

Ktortorich@abitaspringsla.gov

72077 Live Oak Street

WHERE YOU GOIN'?

Allen
Bryan
Centerboard
Cutter
Cypress

Dundee
Gordon
Indian Trail
Keller
Ketch

Level
Main
Maple
Minkler
Orme

Palmer
Peters
St Charles
Teal
Walker
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It's
SUMMER
TIME
COME COOL OFF AT THE SPLASH PAD!
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ABITA SPRINGS TRAILHEAD

Heat- Related Illnesses
What to look for

HEAT STROKE

High body temperature (103° or higher)
Hot, red, dry or damp skin
Fast, strong pulse
Headaches
Dizziness
Nausea
Confusion
Losing consciousness (passing out)

What to do?

Call 911 right away-heat stroke is a medical
emergency
Move the person to a cooler place
Help lower the person's temperature with
cool clothes or a cool bath
Do not give the person anything to drink

HEAT EXHAUSTION
Heavy sweating
Cold, pale and clammy skin
Fast, weak pulse
Nausea or vomiting
Muscle Cramps
Tiredness or weakness
Dizziness
Headache
Fainting (passing out)

Move to a cool place
Loosen your clothes
Put cool, wet cloths on your body or take a
cool bath
Sip water
Get medical help right away if:
You are throwing up
Your symptoms get worse
Your symptoms last long than 1 hour

HEAT CRAMPS
Heavy sweating during intense
exercise
Muscle pain or spasms

Stop physical activity and move to a cool
place
Drink water or a sports drink
Wait for cramps to go away before you do
any more physical activity.
Get medical help right away if:
Cramps last long than 1 hour
You're on a low-sodium diet
You have heart problems

SUNBURN
Painful, red and warm skin
Blisters on the skin

Stay out of the sun until your sunburn
heals
Put cool cloths on sunburned areas or take
a cool bath
Put moisturizing lotion on sunburned areas
Do not break blisters
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A NOTE FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT

MARSHAL RICKY BONNET
COMMUNITY POLICING:

Community policing is a collaboration between the police and the community that identifies
and solves community problems.
When you see something, say something to the authorities. Contact me and/or call the St.
Tammany Parish Sheriff’s Office in order to report criminal matters. Issues of abandoned
bikes, abandoned scooters, abandoned vehicles, suspicious persons or activities, speeding,
graffiti, criminal damage, or stolen items should all be reported directly to the authorities.
Once we know about an incident, we can investigate and take the appropriate action.
The bottom line is, we are all in this together and communication is essential!
The more we work together, the safer our community will be.

TRAILHEAD:

Previous problems that have since been
reduced or eliminated:
Drug paraphernalia, empty alcoholic beverage
containers, criminal damage, kids jumping from
the bridges into flood water, theft, and graffiti.
Unfortunately, we’ve recently experienced
repeated incidents of intentional damage to the
restrooms at the Trailhead. The plumbing has
been intentionally clogged by flushing things
into the sewer system that it cannot handle. The
walls were damaged. If you see something, say something. Report any damage you see so
that an investigation can occur and issues can be addressed Please help us keep this area
safe and enjoyable for our town.

DID YOU KNOW:

The Trailhead and park area are closed from 10:00 PM-5:00 AM. If you are caught in the
trailhead or park area when it is closed, you are trespassing. The maximum fine is $500.00.
There are cameras all through the park, and the camera system has been instrumental in
helping solve crimes.
At the heart of most of the Trailhead problems are juveniles.

Parents, please know where your kids are and what they are doing.
A great deal of time, effort, and care has gone into making the trailhead
a safe, pleasant, family-oriented area for residents and guests to enjoy.
Please help us keep it that way.
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STOP SPEEDING!
For more than two decades, speeding has
been involved in approximately one-third of
all motor vehicle fatalities. In 2020, speeding
was a contributing factor in 29% of all traffic
fatalities.
Speed also affects your safety even when
you are driving at the speed limit but too fast
for road conditions, such as during bad
weather, when a road is under repair, or in
an area at night that isn’t well lit.
Speeding endangers not only the life of the
speeder, but all of the people on the road
around them, including law enforcement
officers. It is a problem we all need to help
solve.
It's Summertime and it's HOT!

☀️

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, reports that there have been at least
910 Child Hot Car Deaths since 1998. Summertime changes to daily schedules coupled
with high heat make it more likely that children will die from being left in hot vehicles.
The following tips can help parents lessen the likelihood of this happening:
Check vehicle for children when exiting.
Put important items like a handbag or briefcase next to the child when entering the car.
Keep car doors locked when at home so children can't climb in and become trapped.
Set alarms on cell phones to remind them to check before entering work.
Do not leave children in vehicles alone, even for a short time.
If you see a child alone in a vehicle, make sure the child is okay and responsive. If not, call 911 immediately.
If the child appears to be okay, attempt to locate the parents; if at a public place, have the facility page the
car owner over an intercom system.
If the child is not responsive and appears to be in distress, attempt to get into the car to assist the child—
even if that means breaking a window. Many states, INCLUDING LOUISIANA, have “Good Samaritan” laws
that protect people from lawsuits for getting involved to help a person in an emergency.
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Employee
Spotlight:

ANTOINE ANDERSON,
UTILITY DEPARTMENT
By Mayor Dan Curtis

Thank you for reading the inaugural issue of the Live Oak Journal, a magazine
dedicated to the Town of Abita Springs. For each issue of this new periodical,
I will be highlighting one of our hard-working staff members with this
Employee Spotlight column. I’m excited to have the opportunity to shine a
light on the people that help make Abita Springs such a great place to live.
Antoine Anderson has worked for the Town of Abita Springs since 2014. As
our primary sewer operator, he helps maintain our sewer treatment plant and
18 lift stations throughout the town. Antoine often has to respond after work
hours to handle leaks and other emergencies, sometimes in the middle of the
night. He never fails to impress me with his strong work ethic and willingness
to handle any dirty situation our sewer system throws at us.
I asked Antoine what he would like to say to the residents of Abita Springs,
and he told me the following: “It would make my job a lot easier if our
residents would stop pouring grease down their drains and flushing wipes
down their toilets. Even if it says it’s flushable, it’s really not.”
Thank you, Antoine Anderson, for your years of service to our town. We look
forward to many more!

Mayor Curtis with Antoine Anderson
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IMPORTANT REMINDERS:
From the Public Works Utility Dept.
From the Kitchen
to the Bathroom
KITCHEN
DO NOT put fats, oil, or grease
down your kitchen drain. You can
see from the diagram on the right
how the blockage progresses over
time.

BATHROOM
DO NOT flush your wipes, mopheads, diapers, cleaning wipes
towels, etc. Please only flush the
3 P's: Pee, Poop, and Toilet Paper.
A clog takes hours to clear and is
costly. Not to mention it puts
unnecessary stress on our lift station
pumps.
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HURRICANE

HURRICANE SEASON STARTED ON JUNE 1 AND ENDS ON NOVEMBER 30.

MAKE A PLAN.
Make sure you and your family are prepared by planning ahead. Write down emergency
phone numbers and keep them on the refrigerator or near every phone in your house.
Program them into your cell phone, too. Prepare an emergency supply kit. Locate the
nearest shelter and different routes you can take to get there from your home.
Pet owners: Pre-identify shelters, a pet-friendly hotel, or an out-of-town friend or relative
where you can take your pets in an evacuation. Local animal shelters may be able to offer
advice on what to do with your pets if you are asked to evacuate your home.
Gather emergency supplies: During and after a hurricane, you may need supplies to keep
your family safe and healthy. Remember that a hurricane could cut off your power and water
supply. You also may not be able to travel because roads may be flooded or blocked.
That’s why it’s best to be prepared—stock up on everything you might need now.
Be sure to prepare the following:
An emergency food and water supply.
An emergency medicine supply.
Emergency power sources such as flashlights (don’t forget extra batteries).
Safety and personal items.
Charge all devices before you lose power, including extra power banks.
Gather important documents, including medical documents, wills, passports and
personal identification.
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Get your home ready: Clear your yard. Make sure there’s nothing that could blow around
during the storm and damage your home. Move bikes, lawn furniture, grills, propane tanks,
and building material inside or under shelter. Cover up windows and doors. Use storm
shutters or nail pieces of plywood to the outside window frames to protect your windows.
This can help keep you safe from pieces of shattered glass. Fill clean water containers with
drinking water. You’ll want to do this in case you lose your water supply during the storm.
You can also fill up your sinks and bathtubs with water for washing. Check your carbon
monoxide (CO) detector’s battery to prevent CO poisoning. Be ready to evacuate or stay at
home. Always listen to authorities regarding whether you should evacuate or stay at home. If
a hurricane is coming, you may hear an order from authorities to evacuate (leave your home).
Never ignore an order to evacuate. Even sturdy, well-built houses may not hold up against a
hurricane. Staying home to protect your property is not worth risking your health and safety.
You may hear an order to stay at home. If driving conditions are dangerous, staying at home
might be safer than leaving.

PREPAREDNESS
Get your car ready: Make sure your car is ready before the storm hits. Fill your car’s gas
tank. Always keep an emergency kit in your car. If you don’t own a car, consider making
plans with friends or family or call authorities to get a ride if you need to evacuate.
Get your family and pets ready: Go over your emergency plan with your family. Keep
checking for updates about the storm. Watch TV, listen to the radio, or check online.
If you need to evacuate: Grab your emergency supply kit and only take what you really need
with you (cell phone, chargers, medicines, identification like a passport or license, and cash).
Unplug your appliances. Follow the roads that emergency workers recommend even if there’s
traffic. Other routes might be blocked or flooded. Never drive through flooded areas—
cars and other vehicles can be swept away or may stall in just 6 inches of moving
water.
If you need to stay home: Keep your emergency supply kit in a place you can easily access.
Listen to the radio or TV for updates on the hurricane. Stay inside. Even if it looks calm, don’t
go outside. Wait until you hear or see an official message that the hurricane is over.
Sometimes, weather gets calm in the middle of a storm but then quickly gets bad again. Stay
away from windows—you could get hurt by pieces of broken glass or flying debris during a
storm. Stay in a room with no windows, or go inside a closet. Be ready to leave. If emergency
authorities order you to leave or if your home is damaged, you may need to go to a shelter or
a neighbor’s house.
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WE'RE SELLING
AD SPACE!

DOUBLE PAGE
$500

HALF PAGE SPREAD
$250

SINGLE PAGE
$250
$25

$50
HALF PAGE
$125

THIRD PAGE
$85

QUARTER PAGE
$65

SMALLER SIZES

Great for:
Business Advertising
Graduation Annoucements
Birth Announcements
Birthdays
Memorials

Call for More information!
Katie Weaver 985-892-0711, ext. 3960
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WE ARE

HIRING
IN OUR PUBLIC WORKS
UTILITY DEPARTMENT

Municipal experience with water, sewer, or natural gas
Must be available for on-call work one weekend a month
Great health care benefits and competitive pay
MUST:
Have a valid driver's license
Have reliable transportation
Pass a drug screen

